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VII. A Letter from Nathaniel Polhill, 'Efq. Member of 
Parliament for the Borough of Southwark, to Mr. John 
Belchier, F. R. S. on Mr. debraw's Improvements in 
tbt Culture of Bees ^""K 



fc£Afe St ft, October n^rif 7 1» 

Read Jan. 22, TV TTR. debraw's paper ott bees, which you 

-^ •*• was fo obliging as to procure me^ has 
afforded me much pleafure* As a farther difcovery of 
the nature and operatioris of thefe wonderful infects, it is 
a matter of great curiofity, and muft have been an high 
entertainment to the naturalift who has made them the 
objea of his attention; but with me, the merit of his 
publication does not end h^ere: his difcoverieS, if pro- 
perly purfued, may be of confiderable public utility; 
thofe who cultivate bees for profit will now be able to 
increafe the number of their flocks at pleafure, by adopt- 
ing his method of compelling the commons to produce 
a queen. That the working bees Ihould be capable of 
forming a queen in the manner he defcribes^ I own at 
firft ftaggeted my belief; and although the experiments 

(a) See Philofophical Tranraaions, vol. LXVII* p. IS* 
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appeared to be decilive, yet, as the whole depended on 
his veracity, I could not be fatisfied without making him 
a vifit. I found him modeft, fenfible, and communica- 
tive, and have had as much ocular proof as the feafon 
of the year would admit. In fliort, I am convinced of 
the fa£l, but not lefs at a lofs to account for it. 

The next difcovery is the ufe.of the drones : every one 
who has written on the fubjecSt has given fome opinion 
concerning them, but all very unfatisfacStory. Many have 
acknowledged their ignorance; and fome have abfclutely 
pronounced them ulelefs, and recommended their being 
deftroyed, to prevent an unneceffary wafte of honey : 
even butler, in his Feminine Monarchy^ or Hiilory 
of Bees^, which he calls a book written from experience, 
defcribes a drone-trap, which he recommends to be ufed 
for that purpofe : and it is at this time fo general an opi- 
nion amongft the bee-mafters in this kingdom, that I am 
I>erfuaded, nothing but the trouble and difficulty of 
catching them prevents many from ruining their flocks 
of bees by this means : I fpeak now from knowledge ; 
fome years lince I loft a ftrong colony by giving the ex.- 
I)eriment a fair trial. 

I can alfo confirm hi^ account of the exiftenee of 

drones no larger than the common bees, having by 

5 accident 
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accident difcovered them laft Midfummer in one of 
my boxes; debraw fays, the I'eafon of this difference 
in the fize of drones he fears muft remain among the 
arcana of nature; but I will venture a conjecture from 
the general oeconomy of thofe creatures. The large 
drones confume a great quantity of food, and, as foon 
as the breeding feafan is over, are all deftroyed by 
the working bees, evidently to avoid the expence of 
keeping them: and they do not appear again till the 
middle of April, when honey is plenty; though the 
breeding begins in March, or, if the fpring be forward, 
the latter end of February: from hence I think it 
may fairly be concluded, that the fmall drones are pre- 
ferved to impregnate the eggs in ipring, in preference to- 
the large ones, becaufe they devour lefs honey ; and this 
is no inconfiderable objedl, few hives being fo well pro- 
vided as to have much to fpare at that feafon. 

The only thing wanting to introduce Mr. deb raw's 
difcoveries to general practice is, to contrive a method of 
making his experiments fo eafy, and with fo little dan- 
ger from the ftings of the bees, as may recommend it to 
little farmers and cottagers in the country. This I fliall 
endeavour to do next fummer, and am not without 
hopes of fucceeding : this once effe<Sted, every poor man, 

who 
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who has room enough in his garden to place twenty 
hives, may reafonably expedl a profit of at leaft t&^i 
povmds a year, with very little trouble and without any 
expence* 

I am, 8cc* 




